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Quest International Charter School

Executive Summary

Quest International Charter School will be a K-12 public charter school utilizing a year-round, extended school year calendar, with an extended school day.  Our mission is to promote the academic and social development of all students through a Social Justice/Social Service educational model, meeting the diverse needs of students effectively and personally, and empowering our students and families for academic and life-long success.  

Our vision is to help students build Mahatma Gandhi’s and Martin Luther King’s vision of the “Beloved Community.”  Through real-world involvement and an innovative, experiential education program and curriculum, students will help establish the Beloved Community right here where they live and learn, contributing to an environment where they can succeed academically and socially, and where conflicts end in peace and reconciliation.  Our goal is to create an environment where cooperation, mutual respect, and appreciation of diversity are primary values and where rigorous, relevant academic standards foster success in and beyond the classroom.  

The Mahatma Gandhi said, “We must become the change we wish to see in the world.”  His stance on justice, voluntary redemptive suffering, and non-violent social change was the philosophy that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. embraced while spear-heading the Civil Rights Movement in the United States.  The Social Justice/Social Service model of Quest International Charter School will stress a rigorous academic program that prepares students for a successful post-secondary education and career, while instilling in them an understanding of their unique role, their responsibility, and their commitment to building the “Beloved Community,” the community of human-kind, beginning in Pittsburgh and spreading throughout the world.  

Quest International has selected research-based and standards-based curricula and will utilize a comprehensive school improvement program, the Voices School Design, to help bring our vision to life and ensure student success.  The concept for Quest has been developed over several years by a group of parents, educators, and other community leaders who wanted to see a different school model come to life: one in which community, school, and family work together not only to help students soar academically, but to develop socially as well, which will produce an effective, committed group of future leaders in our community.  

The Northside of Pittsburgh is an ideal location for Quest International.  It is the perfect place for this type of experiential, community-oriented school with the rich cultural flavor of the region, including the historic Mexican War Streets area, the Carnegie Science Center, the Mattress Factory (an innovative contemporary arts museum), the Andy Warhol Museum, Riverview Park and West Park, the National Aviary, the Children’s Museum, RiverQuest (an environmental river-based educational program), Observatory Hill, the Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild, and the confluence of the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers.  

The Northside is also a region plagued with a high crime rate, substance abuse issues, pervasive poverty, homelessness, and unemployment.  A recent health study revealed that the Northside of Pittsburgh has the highest infant mortality rate of any urban area in the entire United States.  The 2000 census revealed the percentage of adults on the Northside who did not finish high school is nearly 25%, significantly higher than the 18% in the city of Pittsburgh as a whole.  The percentage of adults in the city of Pittsburgh with bachelor’s degrees is 26%, yet only 18% of adults living on the Northside have a college degree.  While the unemployment rate for the city is about 5%, nearly 45% of adult African-American men on the Northside are unemployed.  

“We must become the change we wish to see in the world.”  Quest International can help change these statistics.  Surveys conducted of Northside residents indicate a high interest in this charter school opening on the Northside, and we are confident that the school will not be under-enrolled.  The Social Justice/Social Service educational model of Quest International Charter School is unique, and we have a unique and innovative curriculum with experienced partners to help us implement the curriculum.  There is a strong need and strong community support for this school. 

Social Justice/Social Service Focus:  

Students will strive to help build Gandhi’s and King’s vision of the “Beloved Community” through real-world involvement.  They will experience and learn about “community” in its multiple layers—starting with themselves (learning to appreciate, respect, and take good care of one’s self, including mind, body, and character) and radiating outward through family and school, and the local, regional, national, and global communities of which we are all a part.  Students will have access to national and international civil rights leaders including Robert and Jeannie Graetz, Dr. Arun Gandhi, and Dr. Rodney Powell,  who are founders and/or serving as advisors to the school, and other national and local civil rights leaders.  Students will take part in regular Service Learning activities.  It is imperative that our students not only be adequately prepared academically to face the rigors of higher education and the adult world but that they also develop a deep social conscience.  We want students to understand the necessity of joining collective efforts to make communities thrive, to be responsible citizens, and to realize that they as individuals have the power to make a significant impact in the world.  A relevant educational experience, the “great equalizer,” is the beginning of that understanding.

Dear Teacher,


I am a survivor of a concentration camp.  My eyes saw what no man should witness.  Gas chambers built by learned engineers.  Children poisoned by educated physicians.  Infants killed by trained nurses.  Women and babies shot and burned by high school and college graduates.  


So I am suspicious of education.  My request is:  Help your students become human.  Your effort must never produce learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, educated Eichmanns.  Reading, writing, arithmetic are important only if they serve to make our children more humane.                          





     (Haim Ginott, 1972)

Contact:  Michael and Carolyn Glass, Quest International

 P.O. Box 100013, Pittsburgh, PA 15233, Phone:  412.761.1502






