                                                                                July 6, 2009

Mayor Luke Ravenstahl
Mayor’s Office
Room 512
City-County Building
414 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Mayor Ravenstahl,

   I am writing to encourage you to appoint Kathy Fine to the Pittsburgh Public School Board seat vacated by Heather Arnet. I have known Kathy for 12 years, as our children have moved through the PPS together. As a parent, volunteer, and public school advocate, I have found Kathy to be one of the most energetic, thoughtful, responsive, and well prepared individuals that I know. I am an educator, and her knowledge of the PPS, and her constant interest in educational issues never ceases to astound me. 

   With this energy and drive, she has been instrumental in the candidacy of board members herself, and many of us wonder why she had not chosen this role before. Now, that her children have graduated from school, she has the time and desire to step up and volunteer the countless hours that is required to participate as a member of the board. The fact that her children no longer are PPS students shows that she is dedicated to the well being of the district, and that her decisions will be objective ones.  

   As a well-respected and long time Highland Park resident, Kathy is highly involved in neighborhood issues. Her networking abilities and concern for city living are enviable. She knows that a strong city requires a strong public school system. If there were to be an election at this time instead of your appointment, Kathy would surely be the popular choice amongst the constituents of this school board district. 

Thank you so much for your time.

Sincerely,

Jill M. Weiss

917 North Negley Avenue

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15206

412-361-4935

