Dentist Recommendations (and negative evaluations) July 2010

Two Recommendations each:

1a) We really like Dr. Decroo at Morningside Dental on Jancey Street. It is super close and is a wonderful little family practice. They always take us on time and are very gentle.

1b) Wayne DeCroo DDS  412.362.5677.  Great Dentist and very gentle

1809 Jancey Street in Morningside.

2a) I really like Tom Blaze on Meyran Ave in Oakland.  412-682-4747.  He's not a pediatric dentist, but he is very good and comfortable.  His wife is his hygenist.  He will not force new procedures.  He is in in 50s.  Hope this is helpful.

2b) Dr. Thomas Blaze, 412.682.4747

 He's been our family dentist for over 25 years and we love him.

3a) Paul Gleason, Edgewood.

3b) Paul Gleason in Regent Square. He's very low key about work and has very kid-friendly hygenists.

4a) Dr. Josephson on center Ave a block from whole foods. He and his staff are terrific and they've yet to force me to have anything done.

4b) Dr. Josephson is great.  He is a few doors down from whole foods on Center Ave.  If you don't have dental insurance then he accepts a plan called Carington 501.  This is only about $6.00 per month.  If you sign up for it online you can use it immediately.  We purchased this when my husband needed a root canal and crown and saved about $1,000.00 immediately. He (and his staff) are very professional and nice. He only does what you need.  He is not pushy.

5a) I highly recommend Dr. Harvey Block. I have known him for 16 years and he is a wonderful dentist and friend. His staff is also wonderful. Call 412 247-1007 and talk to Linda. Tell her the Finders referred you. They are located in The Factory, which is the building on Penn Ave. in Pt. Breeze where the East End Food Co-op is located, along with Gymkhana, the bike shop, the Climbing Wall, etc. The address is: 7501 Penn Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15208-2560 - (412) 247-1007

5b) My dentist is Dr Harvey Block. He specializes in family dentistry.

I've known him since grade school and he has always been a great guy

http://www.hg-free.com/db/dentist.php?dentist=1036&type=iamfd&country=USA&state=PA
6a) Dr. Michael Melnick is an excellant well known reputable family/dentist located at the Park Plaza on Craig st in Oakland..

412-687-8888

6b) Michael Melnick, DDS in Oakland is our dentist.  He is very good, not inexpensive but we feel he is worth it because he is so good.

Single Recommendations:  

We've been going to Dr. Horan in SqHill.  His prices are retro-cheap,

but the service is really great!  We haven't had any fillings done,

but we did need a tooth extracted, and we've had several check-ups and

cleanings.

Dr. Horan:

1825 Murray Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217-1605

(412) 521-5343

I LOVE my dentist (he was recommended by a good friend who teaches at the Pitt Dental School btw)  His name is Dr Brian Bonsteel and he's at Chestnut Hills dental at the corner of Forbes and Shady. I've been with him for a few years and can't say enough about him

I've gone to Terry Langett, DDS in Aspinall for several years. He is very nice and I think he is quite competent.   Their phone number is 412-81-6844, if you are interested.

As someone who has had a lot of tooth trauma in my life and as someone who used to go to a pediatric dentist, I can tell you that Juliette Murcko is the best dentist you will find! She is very careful and kind, very understanding of nervousness, and I've had several fillings replaced by here and they were honestly pain free. 

They are located at:

4106 Penn Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15224-1306

(412) 621-2555

I really love Dr. Wolff at Nova Dental on Liberty Ave. in Bloomfield. Their number is 412-681-9900. They take many insurance programs and offer a plan for the uninsured that is really helpful (I do not have dental insurance). Their offices are not very fancy but they have the important equipment and a great staff.

Dr. Tammy Degregario is genuine, friendly and professional. Office on S. Aiken Avenue at Shadyside Place (a bldg adjacent to hospital).

I use Maria Hays in Greenfidl and downtown. I go to Greenfield. She

has daughters about your daughter's age. I have a 14 year old. Her

hygenist is good, too. Only in Greenfield on Tuesdays. Phone

412-421-9400. Call Tuesday.

I can recommend Dr Jeffrey Frye in Squirrel Hill. 

***We use Dr. Cynthia Labriola in Bloomfield, 4760 Liberty Ave., 412-687-2005. We have been going to her for 15 years. She accepts a variety of insurance groups and is reasonable and easy to get too. I have been taking my 13 yr. old there for 10 yrs. with no problems. 

***(See negative evaluations below)

I love my dentist (well, sort of). Her name is Margaret Horning and her number is (412) 687-2116. She's on Craig St. next to the Crepes place. I find her to be conservative in work she suggests I do.

Dr. stephanie miles (or maybe myles) of garfield dental on highland ave very near the high school is first rate.  

my wife and 2 kids go to Mark Malvin on S. Craig st in Oakland.  412-621-1356.

I go to Christina Schmeler on Copeland in Shadyside.  412-683-3304.

I like my dentist, Dr. Leon Kohane. He has a small office on 202 S. Highland Avenue a few doors away from Buffalo Blues. Phone: (412)362-5556. I believe it contains only about 2 dental chairs. Dr. Kohane typically works on patient at a time and does all work himself. (incl cleaning) I've been with him for about 5 years and I've noticed the same friendly staff are always present in the office. Its small office and excels in personal attention. The waiting room is offers the basics a few chairs, tables & magazines. I've never had to spend more than a few minutes in the waiting area prior to my appointments. The office seems to run quite efficently. I been told by others he good with kids; however, I do not have children. He is a very kind man and explains procedures well and with patience.

Dennis Garrow
500 S. Aiken Ave

Pittsburgh, PA 15232

412-687-3080

http://dennisdgarrow.com/home.jsp?c=Home&wiz=0&page=Home
His office is a very modest one - not bulging at the seams with fancy furnishings or equipment. (It's opposite the Marriott Hotel, Centre Ave, in same block as Shadyside Hospital). He, however, is very thorough, yet doesn't advice unnecessary treatments.  However, when you do need more extensive work, he is able to recommend you to some  the best dental specialists in the area. He himself was rated in the Top 100 Dentists in Pittsburgh. He is a quiet man, not full of himself, and is willing to take the time to talk to you about any teeth concerns you have. Also fine with kids.  When examining your teeth he uses a special high-magnification attachment on his glasses. I always felt he was getting a really good close-up look at them!

The only drawback is that it is quite frustrating to make appointments.  More often than not, you get the answering machine when you phone. The secretary always returns the call, but it can be annoying when you want to speak to someone right away.

An EXCELLENT pediatric practice is that of Jack Pechersky in Squirrel HIll.  He is a wonderful man: gentle, kind, friendly, and also one of the best pediatric dentists in Pittsburgh.   His hygienists are thorough, pleasant  and kind to kids. 

2345 Murray Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15217-2352 - (412) 422-1582

Open Tue-Fri 8:30am-4pm

Negative Evaluations:

Two dental practices which I have used without success are Cynthia Labriola (Liberty Ave, Bloomfield) and, also on Liberty Ave, James Petraglia.  Labriola is indifferent, barely examines your teeth, and Petraglia is arrogant, and gives you all and any x-rays he feels your insurance will pay for.  

Avoid Small Smiles at all costs! They did unnecessary dental work on our friends' kids. Both children, 1 year later, had their unnecessary fillings fall out. Now they have holes in their teeth that need to be repaired! A different dentist informed them that Small Smiles was probably after the money and recommended these unnecessary procedures!
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