                                                  RESULTS OF HIGHLAND PARK 2009 SURVEY

The most liked feature 249 HP-ers who participated in a survey like about living here is: Proximity to the park (82%), followed by Friendliness of residents (69%), Quality of housing (51%), Tazza D'oro, Affordability and Access to East End! Your ideas are: diversity, list serve, good bus services, tennis courts, history...

Decent business district should be improved – think 84% of respondents! Far ahead is also public safety – 66%. Your ideas are improving traffic (too fast), upgrading tenants, police patrolling neighborhood on bikes or walking.

70% of respondents are concern about the future of HP, with different reasons: urban deterioration, drugs&prostitution, crime, petty crimes, Bryant street development, abandoned properties, absentee landlords, poor school system which is turning families away, social behavior, engagement of all community members, citizen's energy... 30% of residents are not concern.

Posting a park map and increasing bathroom access in the park would like 40% of us, while 38%  want increasing safety in the night, open movie theater and adding an off-leash dog area. Only 8% want community sports clubs and pop-corn stand. 

95% believe in lively Bryant Street Business District, and gave some useful ideas of how to help some of the current owners' transition to quality services. Some of ideas are: street face initiative, subsidies, workshops with other business districts, facelift of Walnut market and creating a citizen's group to work collaboratively with their management, pointing out the slums, URA and eminent domain, discuss the issues of fair market value, partner with business owners in investments so they can reap rewards....

Tazza D'oro, Union project, Manos, pharmacy at Stanton/Negley are the businesses we support besides some in Bryant Street. There were few who asked what is there to support...

HP-ers are interested to get in Bryant street: Pizzeria (52%), Smaller decent grocery (50%), Ice-creamery (45%), Dry-cleaner (42%), followed by Bakery, Bank ATM, Deli, Professional offices and Kids friendly restaurant. HP-ers does not want fast food, nor Internet/Fax office a lot! Your ideas are: anything of quality, casual restaurant, organic market, pub/tavern... 

89% would like farmers market, either on Wednesdays afternoon, or on weekends, or both!

80% think we need to create Merchant's association, but first to get more businesses around!

Half of respondents think that we should have had a message/idea during Bryant street festival and that we should have Informational kiosk/stand at the entrance to the park, somewhere at Bryant street, and bus stop, besides Tazza D’oro windows. HP-ers love list serve and would like to get HP website back!   

78% think that the Farmhouse can serve us better, and your ideas are: as a community center, meeting/events/party place, recreational center, for summer camps, for art/craft/music classes, for workshops, bike rentals and restroom, or just to have some nice deck chairs outside. Some are asking for a tour! 

72% think we need a Community Office. Same percent of you also didn't read our Community plan!

83% think we should have Tenant Council of HP. Your ideas: we would need a strong city backing to work with such a council,  make slumlords clean up or leave, make negligent landlords accountable, pressure landlords to pressure tenants to behave more responsibly, 311 line can serve as building inspection enforcement, should be part of HPCDC, understand community norms. Some think Tenant council will not have legitimate power over problematic landlords; some thinks city should do this.

Half of respondents have messages for our community organizations, HPCDC and HPCC. I will let them know!

20% of respondents want to take part in revitalization partnership projects with others living in the neighborhood! That is amazing! Let’s make a strategy, and join/help our community leaders with fresh ideas, energy and creative projects to go faster forward!
